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Fr  N icho las  K ing  ca l l s  th is  s to ry  “ the  most  ch i l l i ng  in  the  who le  B ib le ” ,  and w i th  good
reason.  You w i l l  no t ice  f rom the  re fe rences  tha t  we are  jus t  g iven  excerp ts  f rom a  much
longer ,  d rawn out  account .  Th is  mere ly  under l ines  i t s  “ch i l l i ng”  na ture ,  s lowly  bu i ld ing
to  a  po ten t ia l l y  d readfu l  c l imax.  
 
A f te r  the  doub le  ca l l ing ,  “Abraham,  Abraham,”  we hear ,  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime in  the
Scr ip tu res ,  the  response,  “Here  I  am. ”  Whenever  we come across  th is  response i t  i s  an
ind ica t ion  o f  to ta l  sur render  to  God ’s  w i l l  on  the  par t  o f  the  person speak ing… and what
“ to ta l  sur render ”  i s  be ing  asked o f  Abraham here !  God ’s  p romise  to  h im o f  be ing  a
Father  o f  many na t ions”  i s  in  jeopardy .  A l ready  he  has  ban ished h is  son,  Ishmael ,  born
to  the  s lave  Hagar ,  and now h is  son w i th  Sarah,  born  in  h is  o ld  age is  to  be  sacr i f i ced .
A para l le l  w i th  the  innocent  su f fe r ing  o f  Jesus  has  a lways  been seen in  the  Story  o f  the
Sacr i f i ce  o f  Isaac .  A t  the  end Isaac  is  saved and the  promise  o f  hav ing  many
descendants  i s  once aga in  renewed,  as  reward  fo r  h is  obed ience.  Jesus ’  obed ience
leads ,  o f  course ,  to  the  redempt ion  o f  a l l  humank ind ,  no t  jus t  the  t r iba l  descendants  o f
one man.

First Reading: Gen. 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18

The f i rs t  ha l f  o f  S t  Pau l ’s  Le t te r  to  the  Romans is  reach ing  i t s  c l imax in  these verses .
Pau l  has  been wr i t ing  about  s in ,  fo rg iveness ,  jus t i f i ca t ion  and redempt ion  fo r  a l l  peop le ,
no t  jus t  the  Peop le  o f  Is rae l ,  w i th  whom God made the  F i rs t  Covenant .  For  Pau l  God ’s
se l f less  ac t  o f  be ing  w i l l i ng  to  sacr i f i ce  h is  Son is  a  c lear  ind ica t ion  o f  h is  c la im,  “Wi th
God on our  s ide  who can be  aga ins t  us?”  There  is  no th ing  tha t  can  u l t imate ly  negate
th is  new Covenant .

Second Reading: Rom. 8:31-34

The “ inner  c i rc le ”  o f  d isc ip les ,  Peter ,  James and John,  a re  se t  apar t  f rom the  o thers ,  as
they  were  when Jesus  cured  Ja i rus ’  daughter ,  and as  they  w i l l  be  in  the  Garden o f
Gethsemane on the  n igh t  o f  Jesus ’  a r res t .  They  were  amongst  the  f i rs t  d isc ip les  tha t
Jesus  ca l led  to  fo l low h im,  and they  have been w i th  h im th roughout  the  f renet ic  pace o f
h is  p reach ing  min is t ry  in  Ga l i lee .  
 
A  mounta in  i s  a  good p lace  f rom wh ich  to  ga in  perspec t ive  o f  what  l ies  a round you.
Go ing  apar t  f rom the  o thers ,  up  a  mounta in ,  o f fe rs  these th ree  a  cer ta in  perspec t ive  on
what  has  been happen ing  in  the  t ime they  have been w i th  Jesus .  There  he  is  w i th  the
main  representa t ives  o f  the  Old  Covenant  –  Moses,  o f  the  Law,  and E l i jah ,  o f  the
Prophets  –  and the  vo ice  f rom heaven repeat ing  the  words  used a t  Jesus ’  Bapt ism,
“Th is  i s  my son,  the  Be loved. ”  A t  the  Bapt ism the  words  were  addressed on ly  to  Jesus
h imse l f ,  “You are  my son,  the  Be loved, ”  now they  are  addressed to  the  th ree  d isc ip les ,
w i th  the  add i t iona l  command,  “L is ten  to  h im. ”  Peter  i s  no t  sure  what  to  say .  I t  w i l l  take
t ime fo r  them to  d iges t  what  they  have exper ienced and to  share  i t  w i th  the  o thers .

Gospel: Mark 9:2-10
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